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Welcome to Term 2
Term 2 is a short term with only 9 weeks of school. 
Learning programs are, as usual, rigorous and full. We 
encourage parents to maintain communication with 
class teachers. Please ask for feedback or clarification 
as you need. We would like to work with you.

Each term students at Domino Servite are given the 
opportunity to memorise and recite a passage of 
scripture. Although not compulsory, many students 
do – often the youngest ones at the school. As one of 
my own children sat in the lounge trying to memorise 
this term’s passage, I decided to give it a go myself. 
Although I didn’t get past the fourth verse, the 
following verse keeps ringing through my mind;

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise will always 
be on my lips. (Psalm 34:1)

This prayer gives insight into the spiritual 
richness and fullness of David’s life. Regardless of 
circumstance, David was able to bless the Lord and 
praise his Creator. Whether it be a student with 
endless questions, a circumstance for which I have no 
answer or a situation that I feel is out of control – am 
I able to praise the Lord?

Term 2 Calendar
Monday 13 May | Excursion Kowald’s Farm/Dairy
1pm Students in years F-2

Tuesday 14 May-Friday 17 May | NAPLAN Online
Students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9
9am-10.30am

Thursday 23 May | 2nd Biology Practical
9am-1pm Open Access College, Marden

Friday 24 May | SAPSASA Table Tennis Competition

Monday 27 May | Rocking Horse Toy Factory Tour
11-12.30pm Students in years F-2 

20-29 May | Big Science Competition
Students in years 8-10

Wednesday 5 June | The Australian History 
Competition
Students in years 7, 8 and 9

Tuesday 18 June | Immunisations
Year 10-11 Meningococcal B (Dose 2)

Term Dates
Term 1 | 29 January - 11 April

Term 2 | 29 April - 28 June
Term 3 | 22 July - 27 September

Term 4 | 14 October- 6 December



College Notices
Library Bag Reminder
Students in grades F-2 will require a library bag for 
Term 2. As we currently do not have school library 
bags, students are welcome to bring a suitable bag 
from home. Library day will be on Tuesdays.

Boot Notice
Cold wet weather has now arrived and as such, 
students will need to bring a pair of gumboots. 
Students are to wear their black school shoes to 
school but are asked to bring their gumboots and 
wear during recess and lunch. This will hopefully 
reduce the amount of mud creeping into the 
classrooms. If your child has gum boots at school, 
please check that they still fit and replace if needed.

Test Verifications
Parents will be receiving their child’s completed 
and marked tests throughout the term. We ask that 
these tests be reviewed and signed by a parent and 
returned to their child’s class teacher. We feel that this 
would be both beneficial to students, parents and 
teachers ensuring effective communication is met.

First Aid Course
Students in grades 9-11 and staff at DSC completed 
a first aid course on Friday 12 April. Students were 
able to experience a first aid course for the first 
time giving them vital knowledge. For staff, it was 
refreshing their first aid knowledge. We thank Karen 
at St Johns for coming to our school, we experienced 
and learnt a lot.

DSC Playground
The term break was an excellent opportunity to 
begin the civil works for stage 1 of the playground 
construction.

Although difficult to plan a playground layout in 
detail, we were able to make a good start and get the 
most disruptive works completed. Josh from Quast 
Civil worked with Mr Brosille to build a slide/tunnel 
mound, whilst the rest of the project developed from 
there. The placement of rock and timber features 
makes the area very attractive. We are planning to 
install more playground equipment in due time. 
Slides are being shipped from Czech Republic and are 
expected to arrive in the next 3 months.

Children are reminded that the area should be used 
safely and may be quite dirty until the project is 
completed. In the meantime, we hope that winter 
rains will help the earthworks to settle so that 
retaining can be completed in Spring.

We look forward to further developments later in the 
year. It has been a delight to watch students playing 
on and enjoying this area.



Excursions
F-2 Excursion to Mannum

F-2 children meeting Margaret, our tour guide, by the Murray River

Children and Mrs Everett listening 
to an explanation about the paddle 
steamer engine

Marie and Yozef buying their morning tea 
from Rachel at the Randell Street Bak-
ery, Mannum

Children purchasing postcards at the 

Mannum Dock Museum

Yozef speaking into “the 
blower”

Joel, Reuben and Sammy 
Steering the paddle-steamer 
down the interactive river

Children observing fossils 
from the inland sea that once 
existed in Mannum

Boarding the P.S. Marion



DSC Sports Day
On a lovely day to end Term 1, we were blessed with beautiful weather to hold 
our second school Sports Day. Chambers and McKenzie students were all eager 
and ready to compete in many different athletics events in both track 
and field. The children, and staff members, looked their part in their 
team’s colours. This year children were competing in age groups from 
Year 3 up to 16 and older but in class groups for F - 2. 

Boys and girls competed for ribbons in the various events. Children 
were able to compete in most, if not all, events offered. These were 
high jump, long jump, shot put, discus, javelin or vortex, hurdles, 
sprints, 800m and relays. The day began with a tabloid of field events 
consisting of jumping and throwing. This was followed 
by track events of hurdles, distance running and sprints. 
Relays concluded this part of the day.

Parents and past students were not forgotten and there 
seemed to be a remarkable number of willing runners. 
Some past students showed they hadn’t got any slower 
and may even train for next year’s sports day! Many 
parents still showed they have speed in their legs but 
I’m not sure they were that quick a few days later. A 
whole school Chambers v McKenzie 
tug of war finished a very successful 
sports day.

To add the finishing touch, a 
mouth-watering BBQ lunch with 
all the trimmings was provided 
which meant everyone went home 
satisfied. Children had ribbons on 
their chests and big smiles. Was that 
for an enjoyable sports day or that 
school holidays were beginning? 
Maybe a bit of both! 

Perhaps the biggest smiles were on 
the faces of the day’s winners, who 
were McKenzie with a score of 576 
closely followed by Chambers with 
544. 

Many thanks to all the staff, the 
children and parents who together 
helped to make it such an enjoyable 
(and delicious) day.

Chris Ruediger



COWS CREATE 
CAREERS
Year 6-8 Students

This week we were given two cows which we named 
Piccolo and Macciato. They were delivered by Mr 
Gladigau. 

Every morning we feed the cows milk, grain and 
water. We don’t look forward to feeding them in the 
rain! 

Part of the project this term is to create a movie to 
do with dairy. The girl’s team (called The Creamy 
Creators) is investigating careers in the dairy. The 
boy’s team, Dairy Defenders is investigating the 
health and nutritious benefits of dairy in our diet. 

We are excited to have cows with us. Most of all, we 
look forward to making Mootube Moovies.

Jessica and Annelle

On Monday, we had a visit from Todd Price from 
Landmark, an industry advocate from Cows Create 
Careers who specialises in agriculture.

We thank Todd for coming to address the students, 
and for his wealth of knowledge in the industry. 
Our students have learnt a lot. Students were most 
amused by clammy goose foot (Todd’s favorite weed) 
and a red legged earth mite! 



NAPLAN
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NAPLAN Online –  
information for parents 
and carers 

Why do students do NAPLAN?
The National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and 
numeracy skills that are essential for every child 
to progress through school and life. Students in 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN 
tests in reading, writing, conventions of language 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.

The assessment provides parents and schools with an 
understanding of how individual students are performing 
at the time of the tests. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a 
school’s assessment and reporting process - it does not 
replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about 
student performance.

NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities 
and governments with information about how education 
programs are working and whether young Australians 
are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy 
and numeracy.

What is assessed?
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that 
students are learning through their regular school 
curriculum. All government and non-government 
education authorities have contributed to the 
development of NAPLAN materials.

In 2019 most students across Australia will sit   
NAPLAN online. 

Feedback in the first year of NAPLAN Online showed 
that students engaged well with online assessments. 
One of the main benefits of NAPLAN Online is tailored 
(or adaptive) testing, where the test automatically adapts 
to a student’s test performance. The test presents 
questions of higher or lower complexity, depending on
a student’s performance. 

Tailored (or adaptive) testing is designed to assess a 
wider range of student abilities and to measure student 
achievement more precisely. Your child should not be 
concerned if they find questions more challenging than 
usual; they may be taking a more complex test pathway. 
A student’s overall NAPLAN score is based on the number 
and complexity of questions they answer correctly.

NAPLAN Online is not a test of keyboard skills. 
There are variations in how fast and well a student can 
type – just as there are variations in how fast and well a 
student can write by hand. Year 3 students will complete 
the writing test on paper.

To get an idea of what the online assessment looks like, 
visit the public demonstration site at nap.edu.au

How can I help my child prepare? 
Help your child prepare by reassuring them that 
NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and 
by reminding them on the day to simply try their best. 
Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the 
types of questions in the tests and will provide 
appropriate support and guidance. Ensuring students 
are familiar with using devices, typing on them and 
navigating through programs are a part of student 
learning and a requirement of the Australian Curriculum 
from the first year at school.

ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation 
for NAPLAN or the use of coaching providers.
NAPLAN is about assessing learning progress in 
literacy and numeracy.

Will my child sit NAPLAN on
paper or online?

In 2019, your child will sit the NAPLAN online tests.
However, children in some other schools across 
Australia will sit the NAPLAN paper tests this year. 
Federal, state and territory education ministers have 
agreed that all schools will move online by 2020. 
State and territory education authorities will  
determine when their schools move online.

As students are assessed on the same literacy and 
numeracy curriculum content, regardless of whether 
they complete the test online or on paper, results for 
both formats can be reported on the same NAPLAN 
assessment scale.To find out more about NAPLAN 
Online, visit nap.edu.au
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Participation in NAPLAN 
All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to 
participate in the annual NAPLAN assessment.

Students with disability may qualify for adjustments 
that reflect the support normally provided for 
classroom assessments. You should first discuss the 
use of any disability adjustments for your child with 
your child’s teacher. 

A formal exemption may be granted for a student 
with disability that severely limits their capacity to 
participate in the assessment, or for a student who 
has recently arrived in Australia and has a non-English 
speaking background. 

Your school principal and your local test administration 
authority can give you more information on NAPLAN 
Online disability adjustments or the process required to 
gain a formal exemption.

NAPLAN Online 2019 timetable
The assessment window for NAPLAN Online is 
extended from three days provided for the paper test 
to nine days. This is to give schools more flexibility in 
scheduling and accommodate schools that may have 
fewer devices. The NAPLAN Online assessment 
window starts on Tuesday 14 May and finishes on 
Friday 24 May 2019.

The online tests must be taken in the following order:

Test Duration Order Details

Writing

Year 3: 40 min.
Year 5: 40 min.
Year 7: 40 min.
Year 9: 40 min.

To be 
completed in 
the first two 
days

Year 3 students 
do a paper-based 
writing test on day 
one only

Reading

Year 3: 45 min.
Year 5: 50 min. 
Year 7: 65 min. 
Year 9: 65 min.

To be 
completed 
after the 
writing test

Students read a 
range of 
informative, 
imaginative and 
persuasive texts

Conventions 
of 

language

Year 3: 45 min.
Year 5: 45 min. 
Year 7: 45 min.
Year 9: 45 min.

To be 
completed 
after the 
reading test

This test 
includes spelling, 
grammar and 
punctuation

Numeracy

Year 3: 45 min. 
Year 5: 50 min. 
Year 7: 65 min
Year 9: 65 min.

To be 
competed 
after the 
conventions 
of language 
test

This test 
includes
number and 
algebra; 
measurement 
and geometry; 
and statistics and 
probability

What if my child is absent from 
school on assessment days?
Where possible, schools may arrange for individual 
students who are absent at the time of testing to 
complete missed tests at another time during the 
school’s test schedule. Individual students are 
not permitted to sit NAPLAN online tests after 
Friday 24 May 2019.

How is my child’s performance 
measured?
Individual student performance is shown on a national 
achievement scale for each assessment. A result at the 
national minimum standard indicates that the student 
has demonstrated the basic literacy and numeracy skills 
needed to participate fully in that year level. 

A NAPLAN individual student report will be issued by 
your child’s school later in the year. If you do not receive 
a report, you should contact your child’s school. 

How are NAPLAN results used?

• Students and parents may use individual results
to discuss progress with teachers.

• Teachers use results to better identify students
who would benefit from greater challenges or
extra support.

• Schools use results to identify strengths and areas
to improve in teaching programs, and to set goals in
literacy and numeracy.

• School systems use results to review programs and
support offered to schools.

• The community can see average school NAPLAN
results at myschool.edu.au

Where can I get more information?
For more information about NAPLAN:

• contact your child’s school
• contact your local test administration authority

at nap.edu.au/TAA
• visit nap.edu.au

For information about how personal information for      
NAPLAN is handled by ACARA, visit
nap.edu.au/naplanprivacy


