
Welcome to Week 8
Viking ships, German castles, Black Death research, presentations, electric 
cars, aquaponics, DNA models, cell models, school visitors... we thank God 
that our students have the opportunity to learn and participate in such a 
variety of learning activities. It is also with thankful hearts that we observe 
students, who have embraced these learning opportunities. May the learning 
processes and knowledge acquired cause us to turn to our Maker and give 
Him the honour and praise.

Early this week we were visited by the Education Standards Board [ESB]. 
The visit formed part of the Registration Review required of all schools. Our 
school was selected to be part of the first cohort of schools who were being 
assessed against the newly established school registration standards. The 
ESB representatives have been helpful throughout this process and the visit 
was a welcomed way to show how we operate on a daily basis.

We continue to commit our ways to Him. God is good.

Miriam Jaeger

Domino Servite Schools Conference
SECHSELBERG, Germany
School closure week (Monday 7 to Friday 11 May)
The Domino Servite Schools Conference is taking place on the 10-12 May). 
Most of our teachers will be attending. The College will therefore be closed in 
Week 2. This additional week of holidays is taken from the mid-year, 3-week 
break. School will commence as usual on Monday 14 May. 
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NAPLAN Online
Our school will transition to NAPLAN online this year. Part 
of this transition requires us to participate in several school 
readiness activities. On Thursday, our school took part in a 
coordinated practice test to test the reliability of the online 
infrastructure, as to whether it could cope with national system 
load.

NAPLAN will take place for students in years 3, 5, 7, and 9 in 
Week 3 of Term 2 (15-18 May). NAPLAN assesses students 
in language, writing, reading, and numeracy. Students in year 
3 will still be required to complete the writing test on paper. All 
other tests will be completed online.

Introducing SEQTA Learn
Early this year we introduced a new system called SEQTA 
Learn to our students.

SEQTA Learn is an all in one collaborative teaching system 
involving students and teachers alike. It enables teaching staff 
to bring together information resources and lessons into a 
system for students to view and use. SEQTA Learn enables 
paperless assessment, reporting and feedback to students.

Students are able to view their timetable and lesson layout 
for the day as well as future assignments. Our students are 
enjoying the system, it is easy to use and has been beneficial 
to both students and teaching staff. Checking teacher 
feedback and results seems somewhat contagious! If there 
are any parents who would like to access this for their children 
(younger year levels), please feel free to email Mrs Jaeger for 
your child’s login details.

COLES Sports for Schools
Our school is participating in the Coles Sports for Schools 
program. This program runs from 7 February to 11 May. For 
every $10 spent at Coles, customers will receive one Sports 
for Schools voucher. We welcome the school community to 
bring vouchers into school and place them in the collection 
box located in the Assembly Room. Every voucher received 
contributes towards sport equipment for the school. The 
more vouches, the more equipment we can purchase. Happy 
shopping! 

Domino Servite Sport’s Day
FRIDAY 13 APRIL 9am - 1.30pm
Thanks to Mr Chris Ruediger, students have been working 
hard this term learning the skills of high jump, discus, long 
jump, shot put, javelin and hurdles. We are thankful for new 
sport equipment and the opportunities this has opened for our 
students.

We would like to give students the opportunity to use these 
skills to compete against each other and within school teams. 
We will therefore hold our very first Sport’s Day on Friday 13 
April from 9am to 1.30pm (followed by a BBQ lunch). Teams 
will be allocated and announced within the next few weeks.

We encourage family and friends to attend. For students, the 
day will begin as usual at 8.30am

VIKING SHIPS
Year 4-5 History
In History, we have been learning about the Vikings. We were 
given the task of researching different aspects of Viking life. We 
learnt about the methods Vikings used to build their longboats. 
The Vikings used a special method called the “Clinker Method”.

Our first assignment in the unit was to draw a design of a 
longboat using protractors, rulers, and other measuring tools. 
Next, we were given materials to build our own Viking Ships. 
What you see here is the final product.

Please drop in to see our Viking ship display! The effort and 
hard work was worthwhile.

Notices and Updates



Image to Narrative
Year 3-5 Art / Writing

Aquaponics
Year 9-10 Design and Technology
Mr Trinkle has introduced the year 9-10 class to Aquaponics. 
Aquaponics capitalises on the benefits of two systems - 
aquaculture and hydroponics, and eliminates their drawbacks. 

Fish waste provides an organic food source for plants, and 
plants naturally filter water for fish. Tiny Bacteria convert 
ammonia from the fish waste first into nitrites, and then into 
nitrates. Nitrates are the form of nitrogen that plants use to 
grow.

Throughout the unit, students were asked to draft a detailed 
design of an aquaponics system.The topic addresses current 
sustainability / environmental issues which the students 
can explore, which closely aligns the unit to the Australian 
Curriculum. An aquaponics system also has many sub-
components which give ample opportunity for students to 
practice the design process.  

Students do most of the theory and design work at school and 
construct a prototype system for homework with materials 
provided by the school.

Students have worked in pairs on their design and prototype 
system but will submit individual design reports. 
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On the 29th March 1939, there was a village and in this village, was a 
house with a family living in it. A boy in the family was called Jimmy. He had 
no brothers and sisters but his mother, father and his jumpy little dog Patch. 
His father was in the circus and he is famous. Jimmy trained Patch to be in 
the circus with his father. Eventually, Patch was in the circus and he became 
famous too.

On the first of April, Jimmy was feeling bored as usual. He only had his 
mother to play with sometimes. He wished he could join the circus with 
Patch and his father. Many years passed. His mother was ill, dad died and 
Patch couldn’t play with father in the circus. Jimmy was 20 and he could join 
the circus to replace his father. He was happy again.

His mother died and he was living on his own with Patch. There was going 
to be a special big circus coming up and the tent was busy performing and 
performing over and over again. Jimmy was the main part. He did flips, 
handstands, cartwheels, splits and jumping on a trampoline. It was time and 
the crowd’s eyes was focused on the acts. Then at the end they would clap 
and cheer for the circus. Then confetti and streamers blew everywhere.

The end
Maddi Kowald

My dad dressed up as a clown on Monday and I said “Dad, what are you 

doing?” 

“I’m going to the circus,” he replied.

“Why?” I asked.

“Because I have been called into the circus”, he answered.

“Oh, can I come to watch?” I asked, desperate to go along.

“Of course you can because I need you as an act”.

“What do you need me for?  I hope it’s not a lion’s act, is it a lion’s act?” I 

asked excitedly.

“No, no, no I need you for running and jumping. I hear you were really good at 

running and jumping so I thought that comes in handy.”

“Let’s go to the circus”, and off we went. When we got there we got chocolates 

and all kinds of stuff. I was so nervous, I was even shaking. So I had to run 

and jump high jump. So I did it, I ran to the high jump. Everyone covered their 

faces. I jumped and landed on the mat without knocking the pole over.

When it was over, I was rewarded. It was the best day ever.

The end.     Laura Kidby

Sue from Tunkillo shows year 9-10 students her aquaponics system



College NewsDomino Servite
Classroom Update

Page 4

Term 1 of 2018 has started with a bang as all our assignments have 

been rolled onto our plates. Mrs Kachirski’s science has us thinking 

about DNA genetics and how we are given our certain characteristics. 

Mitosis, meiosis and all the others. We have also been learning about 

genetic modification and how the seeds of certain vegetables genes 

are being altered for better and worse.

In civics and citizenship, we have been comparing our governments 

to the Indonesian government; how they are formed, how they work, 

their heads of state and even their election processes. 

In Ms Allen’s English classes we have been learning about John F 

Kennedy and his book that he wrote about political courage. Our 

assessment for this is to research our own Australian political figure 

and do an oral presentation about them to the class. Quizlet has 

recently been introduced and is a massive help! Every week we are 

given twenty words with definitions to learn for a Friday vocab test. 

Also, in English we have been doing persuasive writing. We recently 

handed an essay about nuclear energy and whether it is or is not the 

answer to Australia’s green energy goals. This was very interesting to 

look at all the positives, negatives and controversy on the issue.

Mr Trinkle’s design and technology lessons have been full of exciting 

building projects. We were put to the task to build a full functioning 

aquaponics system. These aquaponics systems have one tank full 

of fish and one tank full of gravel and plants. The fish waste travels 

through the pump and into the grow bed which then fertilises the 

plants to grow. These systems were designed to continue reusing the 

water; the water travels right from the tank, through the grow bed and 

back into the tank, nice and clean. Our other half of this assignment is 

to write a fifteen-page report on aquaponics and how it would benefit 

our school. Jessica and I have built ours on the DSC site.

In German we have been learning about the German school 

system. We prepared a presentation which compared the Australian 

schooling system to the German system. It was interesting to see the 

comparison. Term 1 has been very jam-packed and busy but we have 

valued how much we have learnt already this year.

Euniec George

I have enjoyed the time that I have had at DSC. Mr Trinkle and Ms Allen have and are teaching me more things than I can handle. These include Algebra, Compound and Complex sentences and how an electric car works. The subject, other than PE, that I enjoy most is probably History. Especially when we do posters and presentations on things that I have never learned before.     Jeremy Jaeger

Student Reflections Shoot and Write
Year F-2 Class

Prince
by Lucas

Porps the Panda
by Reuben

Pony
by Shelly

Stripy the Zebra
by Samuel

Max the Cow
Florence

Woolly
by Isaac

Birdie the Budgie
by Axel

Fighty the Lion
by Azayla

Last week, students were given a random farm animal from 
our Schleich collection. They were asked to write a narrative 
about the animal, detailing where it lives and how it behaves. 
On completion, they used the school camera to take pictures 
of their animals outside. Their narratives are hanging on the 
wall in the F-2 classroom. Feel free to drop in for read. Images 
(shot by each student) are below.


